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of ancient, and especially of Greek, learning; and gives
an interesting account of it, maintaining that all the
learning of Europe came originally from Egypt. The
first blow to European learning was the destruction of
the Colleges belonging to the priests of Egypt; the second,
the destruction of the Pythagorean Colleges in Italy;
the third, the loss of liberty in Greece, and the extinction
of learning there; the fourth, a similar loss and ex-

I?                                 tinction at Rome;  the   (fifth,   the   Saracenic   conquests,

f/                             and Turkish invasions.

He proceeds to consider "the different excellencies
and defects in different languages." At great length he
discusses and compares the Greek, Latin, and English
languages, the French, and the Italian. An entire book
is devoted to the different kinds of style in conversation,
letter-writing, dialogue, history, and biography. He dis-
cusses the historical style of Livy, Julius Caesar, Hali-
carnassus, and Polybius; and of George Buchanan, amongst
the moderns. In a book devoted to " the didactic style/'
he goes back to Plato and Aristotle. His last volume
deals with "the matter and subject of rhetoric," of
composition, of writing, and the great orators.

These subjects have been discussed to much greater
purpose since Monboddo's time, by numerous scholars
in this country, and in Germany; and his volumes are
now nearly forgotten. The chief interest in all he has
said, and dealt with, is perhaps his contention that the
human race was for ages in a worse state than animals
are now; with no reason or affection, or sense of duty,
or power of speech, being endowed merely with sensation
and memory. His & priori assertion that the orang-
outang monkey is of the human species was a curious
guess; but it was not supported by any evidence, and it
was discredited by his amazing credulity in reference to
travellers* tales!       the   consonants   were   guttural.     Many of  our   present
